
President’s Message      

             HAPPY NEW YEAR!  

December was filled with many memories, and we were grateful to have made many 
of them with you. Our dozen newest missionaries arrived safely on December 14th. 
We welcomed them with open arms and look forward to the righteous influence they 

will bring to their mission service.  Our two departing missionaries returned with honor on December 17th 
and will be greatly missed. Thank you for your devotion to the Lord and the unselfish service you gave to the 
members, converts and investigators. We wish you all the best in the next chapter of your life. 

     The holidays have been spent in many wonderful ways. We enjoyed caroling with you at the Grand       
Bazaar Mall and having Christmas lunch at the mission home. The Christmas fireside, featuring thoughts 
from our senior couples, was a spiritual gathering and was followed by the annual premiere of the holiday 
classic, "It's a Wonderful Life." We hope you realize what a wonderful life it is and what a privilege each of 
you have as the Lord's missionaries, to give the greatest gift of all...the message that He lives and His gospel 
has been restored. Thank you for all the service that you were able to render throughout the month for 
members and investigators alike. I'm sure that you found out that the Grinch was right.... 

 He HADN'T stopped Christmas from coming! IT CAME! 
   Somehow or other, it came just the same! 

  And the Grinch, with his grinch-feet ice-cold in the snow, 
   Stood puzzling and puzzling: "How could it be so?" 

  "It came without ribbons! It came without tags!" 
  "It came without packages, boxes or bags!" 

   And he puzzled three hours, till his puzzler was sore. 
 Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn't before! 

 "Maybe Christmas," he thought, "doesn't come from a store." 
  "Maybe Christmas...perhaps...means a little bit more!" 

    Your message of hope to the world means much, much more. It is the most compelling work on the earth 
at this time. May you resolve to rise to a new sense of commitment in helping your Heavenly Father with 
this glorious work. You have an important role in helping "to bring to pass the immortality and eternal life of 
man" (Moses 1:39).  Give everyone that you teach commitments that will bring about repentance and 
strengthen their faith in the Savior. This message you share doesn't come from a store, it comes from the 
Lord, and HE always gives more. 

     We love you and wish you all His richest blessings in this bright new year as you focus on the real gift in 
our lives.....the Savior! 

                                                                  President and Sister Egbert 
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Back row: Elder Hagood, Elder Nance, Elder Oldroyd, Elder McGee, Elder Giegenmiller, Elder Birch, Elder Sarmiento 

Front row: Sister Jenkins, Sister Robledo, Sister Parker, Sister Zeegalaar, Sister and President Egbert 

 

Newest Addition 

To the Mission: 

Sister Vernes 

With  

Sister and      

President Egbert 
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Elder Rowley 

 

President and Sister 

Egbert 

 

Sister Lapides 

             Aruba District Dinner                        

Curacao and Bonaire  

Elders on exchanges 

Can you find all 

of Elder Uri’s 

Trinidad Zoo 

pictures in this 

newsletter? 

Elder Sheppard—Fake Snow in Aruba 



                                                                          

"COME ALL YE FAITHFUL"  

Asha and Emily Bowen were really 

eager to accept the restored      

gospel of Jesus Christ into their 

lives. Teaching them really  

strengthened our testimonies about 

the goodness of God. Our faith was 

strengthened by the promise that 

He gives us that we will find those 

ELECT that He has prepared to 

receive us. These two souls proved 

to us that God lives. He is always 

here to lead and guide us in this 

wonderful work and lead us to those 

souls that are waiting for us!   

Elder Lorenzo and Elder Padilla 

Trinidad, Arima D’abadie 

ADDICTED TO THE BOOK OF MORMON: 

Kishon has a very interesting conversion story. He was "tricked" into coming to church by a recent convert Brother Biggs. 

Brother Biggs had told Kishon that there were some pretty girls at church knowing that if Kishon came to church and felt the 

spirit he would be interested in the gospel. This tactic ended up working. Kishon went from being addicted to cigarettes to 

being addicted to the Book of Mormon. He was all the way up to 2nd Nephi 24 before he was baptized. He is a living      

example of the converting power of the Book of Mormon. The service was great, Brother Biggs was able to perform the   

baptism and ended up ripping his baptismal suit because of his large stature. Kishon loves the gospel and always has  

questions for the teachers at church. He will be a strong branch missionary in the months to come. 

Elder Nelson, Elder Peterson, Elder Hunsaker      Guyana, Georgetown Kitty   

Aruba Elders . . .Not falling off a cliff. 



Sygried has just grown so much since we started teaching her. 

She was first taught in August and got baptized setting the   

example for her entire family. She has had great support from 

the youth in Bonaire, and we are now teaching her mom.  

Hermanas Cuevas, Bennion, Johnston, and Ramirez   

ABC Islands, Bonaire                       

"FAMILY MEMBER WORK" 

Alex is a very smart boy from a part member family! He 

really wanted to be baptize since he turned 8 years old 

last year.  This time we worked with him, and every 

time we were teaching him, he always had nice 

thoughts and questions. He helped us to understand 

the true meaning of this word "ELECT."  Through the 

help of his family, we helped him to enter the waters of 

baptism!  

Elder Padilla, Elder Lorenzo 

Trinidad, Arima D’abadie This is Franyelis (the girl). She got baptized on Dec. 12th, and it 

was a super cool experience leading up to her baptism. She is 

Sharles' cousin and he actually got to baptize her because he 

just received the Aaronic Priesthood the Sunday before her   

baptism! That was really cool to see that bonding experience 

that they had and to see Sharles use his priesthood authority so 

soon after his own baptism! During our time teaching the both of 

them we really saw the blessings that come from fasting, prayer, 

and member missionary work. Another cool experience with 

starting the Spanish work in Trinidad! 

Elder Walker and Elder Vaughn 

Also taught by Elder Ulloa Garcia and Elder Sheppard 

Trinidad, Curepe Valsayn 

 



 Baptism of Kate Sterling-Thomas.             Elder Hopkins and Elder Clayton           Trinidad Central Zone, Tobago Area 

Elias was baptized on a Sunday    

morning at 7am right before sacrament  

meeting. Even though it was bright and 

early he was more than excited for this 

day. Each day we see him progress 

more and more and know he will be a 

great member and support to the 

branch in Bonaire.                             

Sister Ramirez and Sister Bennion 

 

Enrique was baptized December 19. 

Sister Paul, Sister Palmer 

Trinidad, Valsayn 



We are just new in the field, but we do feel so welcome by 

everyone!  In our first Sunday we wanted really badly to 

meet someone and teach the gospel. But after church, no 

one answered the telephone and there was no one to make 

an appointment with. In the rainfall, it would be difficult to 

contact people on the street.  I felt we should not go 

home ...we have not done our best. There came Sister 

Regis, I asked desperately, "Do you know anyone we could 

visit?"   She said, “I am going to visit Sister Cobham with 

this basket, do you want to come?"  “Oh yes,” we said. She 

drove on the smallest roads I could ever imagine up to   

Belmont. When we found a little bit of land to park her car, 

out came one man with rasta hair and helped with the food 

basket. There was a sister who was baptized a few months 

ago, she was sick and couldn’t come to church today. Her 

sons joined us, and we taught the Restoration and gave a 

challenge to read the Book of Mormon. The spirit was there, 

and we felt such great unity to teach with Sister and Brother 

Regis. "The Rasta boy"  was listening and his whole    

countenance changed when the spirit touched his heart. ,,, 

and the other son who could not speak was there all the 

time. I learned that the Lord watches our heart - not our 

surroundings. This modest home was a place for the sweet 

spirit of the Holy Ghost.  We were so happy!!    I felt that the 

Lord answered our prayers. 

Sister Allman, Elder Allman 

Trinidad, North West Zone 

"Succor the weak, lift up the hands which hang down and 

strengthen the feeble knees”‘ 

Baptism of Rajesh Ramdass 

We came across Brother Ramdass as he was at his lowest 

in his life and didn't know what to live for. He had a stroke 3 

years ago which caused the whole left side of his body to be 

paralyzed. Because of that, his wife and his family left him 

which caused him to rely heavily on drinking and smoking. 

After teaching him the restored gospel and inviting him to 

read the Book of Mormon, he came to an understanding of 

who Christ is and the Father's plan for him. By doing the 

small and simple things, his life has taken a big turn for the 

better.  

Elver Bowen, Elder Palavi, Elder Steed 

Trinidad, Chaguanas Charlieville 

We had a baptism for Shyann, it was a great 

turn out. She was baptized by President 

Mckenzie of the Georgetown Branch. 

Shyann was a referral from two recent    

converts, and she is planning on serving a 

mission  

Elder Hansen, Elder Peterson,                

Elder Hunsaker                                        

Guyana, Georgetown Kitty 



 

Missionary Choir 

Sings at  

The Grand Bazaar Mall 

This is the story of Quiera Cooper, she was baptized on December 19th. 

She is super awesome. She is the girlfriend of a member in our ward, and she came to us to teach her. She definitely 

changed her life—not for her boyfriend, but for her. She has been converted to the gospel; and she has helped to strengthen 

our testimonies to know that when you are doing what Heavenly Father wants you to do, He blesses others because of your 

obedience to him. 

She is so amazing, she changed in a way that not too many converts do, and so fast. One day we went to see her, and we 

found a prayer room.  She said, "I don't have a closet, so I made my own prayer room."  She goes there and reads the Book 

of Mormon and prays.  

We truly love her, and we know that she will be a strong member and a leader in the future.  

Sister Mitchell and Sister Garcia    Trinidad Curepe El Dorado 



RELYING ON THE SPIRIT: 

We received a spiritual prompting to contact along a busy road. No luck at first, but then we met Kelvin. He referred us to 

his brother Keith; we taught Keith but Kelvin only sat in a few times. He attended church when invited, but we still did not 

really teach him, even when Keith was baptized. Later, both us and Keith received the same prompting to begin teaching 

Kelvin, and we set a baptismal date for New Year’s Eve, because he wanted to start a new life with the new year. He 

even bought a new mattress and sheets and things. The Christmas season was crazy, so there wasn't much opportunity 

to teach him, but for the week and a half before New Years we saw him twice a day to teach him all the lessons. He 

stopped smoking and drinking and was baptized on New Year’s Eve. He is now excited to go to the temple and wants to 

go as soon as possible. Now Kelvin and Keith are both members of the church. We are teaching his sister and want to 

bring this whole family to Christ.  We have committed them to baptism on Jan 23rd, Sister Tongi’s last Saturday.  It is 

amazing to see how the Atonement truly changes lives. 

Sister Tongi, Sister Tibbitts, Sister Graniano    Trinidad, Point Fortin Mahaica 





 


