
    President’s Message     

 March flew by in our mission with missionary transfers, a visit from    
 Elder Claudio Zivic, a member of the Caribbean Area Presidency 
 and Elder Richard E. Turley Jr., the Assistant Church Historian. 

We received five incoming missionaries: Sister Petersen (Bonaire), Elder Guzman 
(Aruba), Sister Ramadhar (Trinidad), Sister Tuala (Trinidad) and Sister Ibrahim 
(Suriname). They have all been wonderful additions and are hard at work. We said 
goodbye to Elder Sheen, Sister Graziano and Sister Tilby. We appreciate their      
service and wish them all the best as they move forward in their lives. Thank you for 
a job well done!  

WELCOME to Elder and Sister Gertsch and Elder and Sister Scott! The Gertsch’s 
will be serving in Trinidad and will take over the job description of the Baker’s who 
will  leave us soon. The Scott’s are serving in Curacao and have been anxiously            
engaged getting to know our missionaries and members there. Both couples have hit 
the ground running and we are so grateful for their unselfish desire to serve diligently 
alongside us. 

Elder Zivic, of the Seventy, and his wife visited Trinidad and joined us for Mission 
Leadership Council. He and his wife taught the importance of being full-purpose   
missionaries and the power of the inspired mission curriculum found in Preach My 
Gospel. It was very motivating and our pleasure to have them visit our mission. 

Elder Richard E. Turley Jr., the assistant Church Historian, visited the Caribbean to 
tour several missions and shared his testimony of the importance of keeping a      
record. He interviewed church pioneers, held member devotionals and our           
missionaries were treated to a special presentation on the Book of Mormon and the 
prophet Joseph Smith. We accompanied him throughout the mission, as we visited 
six countries in nine days. The missionary meetings were exceptional and the spirit 
witnessed to all in attendance that the Book of Mormon is truly “the keystone of our 
religion.” A question and answer period was offered and the missionaries asked very 
insightful church history questions. It was a definite testimony builder to be able to 
understand all the sacrifices that have been made by our church pioneers to allow 
each of us to have the blessings of the restored gospel. 

Thank you for doing the Lord’s work with a willing heart.  We love you and pray for 
each of you! 

President and Sister Egbert 
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                      Elder and Sister Gertsch                         

It has taken us 45 days to make it into Trinidad, but we finally 

arrived to a warm welcome on April 1. Thanks to other    

wonderful senior couples we have had a great orientation to 

Georgetown, Berbice, Curacao, and Port of Spain. We loved 

learning from Brother Turley's informative church history 

discussions, attending zone conferences, attending pathway 

and SRS groups, seeing humanitarian projects, and loved 

meeting members in the mission and meeting the young 

missionaries and meeting President and Sister Egbert. We 

are excited to serve with all of you.   

 

 

Sister Petersen 

Sister Ibrahim  Sister Tuala 

Sister Ramadhar 

Elder Guzman 

                     Elder and Sister Scott                                       

Serving in Curacao, Member Leadership Support. From 

Blackfoot, ID.  Parents of 3 wonderful children and  

grandparents to 5 (soon to be 6) adorable grandchildren. 

We love the gospel and feel very blessed to be serving.  

 



 

 

 

When you have 3 missionaries, 2 bikes, and a broken 

Noah van.. . . Elder Peterson & Elder Horsley in Canje, 

Berbice, Guyana 

Sister Graziano, Sister Tilby, Sister Egbert, President Egbert, Elder Sheen 

Service Day in Curacao!!                                                     

Elder Munoz, Elder Rios, Elder Walker, Elder Sariamento 



      “Such A Simple Question” 

Wilfred Blackwood from Jamaica.           

One Saturday morning, we saw a man in his 

work clothes while at the maxi taxi stand.  I 

thought, “Shall I ask him about his interest 

in hearing the gospel?”  I did ask.  How little 

I knew then how important that simple  

question was.  It took 2 minutes.  He gave 

us his name and telephone number.  We 

called and made an appointment with the 

proselyting missionaries. 

He was a humble man.  Teaching went very 

well.  He kneeled down to pray.  He seemed 

a sincere seeker of the truth.  It was always 

the highlight of our week to teach him with 

Elder Carrillo and Elder Garcia. 

Wilfred listened carefully and started to read 

the Book of Mormon.  By the end of January 

he said, “I know that this book is true, and I 

feel so at peace when I am reading it.”  

Wilfred even came to the Valentine’s dance.  

He bought Sunday clothes and took time 

from his work as a building contractor to 

start to attend church on Sundays.  He   

accepted a baptism date and felt that he 

could “finally give his life to Jesus Christ.” 

On his baptism day, Wilfred was at the 

Church 30 minutes early.  The brother who 

baptized him was himself a new convert 

having been baptized only 3 days after we 

arrived in the mission field. 

How the Lord hears our prayers and gives 

us much happiness and grateful hearts. 

Sister Allman, Elder Allman                       

Elder Garcia, Elder Carillo, Elder Hunt   

Trinidad, North West Zone, Curepe Valsayn 

Melody is 12 years old, and she is the only active member from her whole 

family. Her parents aren't members and her sisters are less active. She 

was really excited to finally get the approval from her mom to enter into 

the waters of baptism. She has such a strong testimony, and we know 

without a doubt that she will be one strong member.                                     

Hermana Ramirez y Hermana Petersen                                                

ABC Islands, Bonaire  

Hugs & Hardwork   

Sis. Leishman 

Sis. Egbert 

 

Elder Cox 

Sister Bevins 

Elder Bevins 



Brittney: 

Brittney was a referral from the first Sister Missionary to ever serve a mission from Guyana. Sister Guthrie is Brittney’s tutor, 
and Brittney asked us to come by and teach her family. As soon as we told Brittney where the church was, she came every 

week. At times she walked all the way on her own just to fellowship with the Saints. A lot of credit goes to Sister Mayers for 
her help in making Brittney feel at home in Young Womens. 

Elder Peterson, Elder Plumb              Guyana, Georgetown, Georgetown Kitty 

Baptism of AJ, Naileah, Alinah, Jayderick 

Hermana Cuevas, Hermana De Lima, Hermana Johnston       

ABC Islands, Aruba Santa Cruz 

Brother Devindra Ramdihal                                               

We were passing by his house and his wife saw the      

missionaries.  She told her husband to go and ask the    

missionaries to come and teach them.  As a result, he 

wanted to be baptized, and Sister Rihanna Ramdihal got 

reactivated.  They have a beautiful family of 5, and they are 

working towards going to the temple to be sealed! 

Elder Nelson, Elder Oldroyd, Elder Perez Uri                  

Guyana, Georgetown, La Grange 

Baptism of Ramesh    March 12, 2016 

Sister Leishman, Sister Palmer 

Trinidad, Central Zone, Chaguanas 



Decemeber 10, 2015:  Elder Carrillo and I were biking our first day in San Nicolas, Aruba and felt we should pray and fast to 

find the person that the Lord had prepared for us.  We contacted a woman who said she did not have time, but we should 

teach her daughter, Veronica.  We shared the restoration. 

January 4, 2016:  Our progressing investigator is Veronica.  Elder Hunt and I taught the plan of salvation and eternal       

families.  She asked about her father, who is divorced from her mother.  She started to open up and share about her life—it 

is the same story as my parents.  Veronica is 15, the same age when I gained my testimony, which I shared.  The Spirit 

changed her whole perspective. 

January 11, 2016:  Veronica said she got her answer from God and wants to be baptized!  But she needs her parent’s     

permission.  President Egbert said that in the Caribbean you should teach the parents before the child can be baptized so 

that the parents understand what their child is about to do.  The gospel should bless families.  I was sad and worried.  How 

would Veronica take the news?  The next lesson, Veronica shared that her mom told her that she needed to learn more 

about baptism.  Then Veronica told us that she invited her whole family to church so they could learn with her.  And they all 

came!  She said her biological dad is coming next week.  She and her siblings are thinking about attending seminary.  We 

are doing service for them on Wednesday and having our first lesson with the whole family, where Veronica is ready to share 

her testimony of the Book of Mormon. 

February 29, 2016:  Veronica is probably going to be baptized in the next 2 weeks.  She is struggling with no tea and coffee 

and asked if we could pray for her. 

March 7, 2016:  Veronica wasn’t sure about her baptism.  We met on Wednesday, and she did not know what day.       

Thursday we met and went over the baptismal questions and tithing.  She accepted what we taught and committed to keep it 

after baptism.  Still no answers to her prayers.  Then we discovered she had doubts about Thomas S. Monson being a 

prophet in these latter days. 

March 11, 2016:  We met again on Friday and taught her mom and step dad.  Both liked the restoration of the gospel and 

asked to learn more of Joseph Smith.  Veronica shared her testimony of the Church of Jesus Christ.  Her mom was worried 

when Veronica said she hopes to serve a mission like us.  Her mom did not want Veronica to be baptized if this is her goal.  

We explained that this is a personal choice between the person and Heavenly Father.  Her mother was touched by the spirit, 

and we received permission for baptism.  We left Veronica with a talk by President Monson from last conference. 

March 2016:  Veronica’s baptismal interview was Saturday and she passed.  She said she prayed and knows Thomas S. 

Monson is a prophet.  Just that morning, we received a call that Elder Hunt was leaving Thursday to Trinidad.  So we waited 

for when Veronica came out of the interview for her answer for the day of her baptism.  Before we could ask, her mom said, 

“Veronica has a surprise.”  Veronica said, “I want to be baptized tomorrow.  I prayed all night and then with my family all  

together.  I want to be baptized tomorrow.”  We called President Egbert and got his approval. 

As I entered the crystal blue waters with Veronica, I felt close to Christ.  Veronica has started a journey back to our Heavenly 

Father.  Her family is now investigating.  Her testimony is the change she’s made in her life.  You can see it.  I look forward to 

seeing her grow with her family in the restored gospel of Jesus 

Christ. 

Elder Sheppard, Elder Carrillo, Elder Hunt                                                                                                                              

ABC Islands, Aruba, 

San Nicolas 



 

We had a miraculous moment with this Sister. She has been an investigator for six 

years, has had responsibilities in the Church and is more converted than a lot of the 

members. We were wondering what we needed to do to help this wonderful Sister 

come into the waters of baptism. One day we were teaching another investigator 

when the spirit prompted us to give this Sister a call. We called after the lesson and 

she said we could come by. Not knowing what to teach, we went into the lesson with 

a prayer in our hearts and ended up talking about the Book of Mormon. After the 

lesson she committed to read the Book of Mormon everyday and to pray to know of 

it's truth. She still hasn't missed a day and she later agreed to a baptismal date. We 

were so blessed to be here at this amazing moment in her life, and we know she will 

be a wonderful asset to the Church. 

Elder Hanks and Elder Vance                                                                                

Guyana, Georgetown Zone, Linden 

Mark Ovid Ramotar, Pethanaia Ramotar    

Mark and Pethanaia were actually baptized earlier by 

a missionary; but their mother always had this desire 

to have her husband baptize the kids.  Later they 

moved to La Grange, and their records appeared  

without a baptism date in MLS.  So, the ordinance was 

repeated and guess what?  Brother Ramotar Senior 

did it himself.  Was a miracle! And a reminder to turn in 

baptism forms.                                 

Elder Nelson, Elder Perez Uri                                          

Guyana, Georgetown, La Grange 



Sister Lespoir is one amazing lady. She was taught in Georgetown by the missionaries there while she was visiting her son 

who is a recent convert. When she moved to Linden, she was ready to be baptized she just didn't know it yet. We went by, 

and she told us a story of how she had prayed about Joseph Smith and had received one amazing answer. She later agreed 

to baptism after some more teaching. She ran into a snag, but after a powerful lesson and a priesthood blessing, she was 

ready to go and super excited. She was baptized and gave an amazing testimony the next Sunday about the truth of this 

gospel. She's our foreign Grandma. 

Elder Hanks and Elder Vance      Guyana, Georgetown Zone, Linden 

 

Candacy Bascom 

Candacy Bascom was very active in the 
branch, most members were very    
surprised to learn that she wasn't     
baptized! She came up to us the first 
Sunday and said that she would work 
with us and wanted to make those   
covenants as soon as possible. We 
worked with her and she was baptized 
March 5. Jamel Jacobs, a prospective 
missionary, performed the baptism.  

Elder Oldroyd, Elder Nelson                                            
Guyana, Georgetown, La Grange 

Kemanda and Anthony: 

These two kids were referrals from their grandma, Sister Goveia. They were so 

eager to get baptized and knew most of the lessons already. On the day of the   

baptism, Sister Goviea bore her testimony. Little 10 year old Anthony was brought 

to tears. It was a very special service. The morning of the baptism, Kemanda told 

Anthony "If you're going to do anything bad you have to do it today before you are 

baptized cause after today, you can't do any bad no more." 

Elder Plumb, Elder Peterson 

Guyana, Georgetown Zone, Georgetown Kitty 



Cesar 

Cesar had been taught by the missionaries for a while.  Now 

he is baptized.  We are one step closer to having a Spanish 

group. 

Elder Ulloa Garcia and Elder Hunt 

Trinidad, North West Zone, Curepe Valsayn 

Sister Palmer, Sister Ramadhar Sister Leishman   Office Elders, Elder Ulloa Garcia and Elder Carrillo….          

They pray and finally find the check! 

 

 

Elder Ahanonu 

Elder Hansen 

Elder  Haderlie 



 

MLC— Mission Leadership Council with Elder Claudio Zivic and his wife 

Suriname Missionaries with Elder Turley, Assistant Church Historian 



 

 

“Love To Serve” 
“Mosiah 2:17” 

Once we serve somebody, we are offering part of our lives that we can never take back.  Painting is one of our     

hobbies.  Because we are not only coloring their house, but we are putting more colors in their lives. 

Elder Albis and Elder Barlow     Trinidad, North East Zone, Sangre Grande 

Elder Naylor, Elder Hansen, Elder Ulloa Garcia    

and the trusty mission van 

Elder Perez Uri and his trusty bike 



Trinidad North East Zone — Beach Activity         

Elders: Padilla, Haderlie, Dulaki, McKinlay, Barlow, Cook, Perez 

Good old times in Tobago 

Elders: Spjut, Hopkins, Greene, Clayton 



 

 

Trinidad North East Zone— Bush Cook Activity 

Elder Harsh and Elder Payne . . .caught in Phagwah 


